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HANDOUT 1: ROLES AND GOALS

FOREIGN POLICY AIMS: POSSIBLE GOALS & ROLES

Keep our nation and people safe from enemies

Protect our allies from enemies and domestic terror

Promote U.S. economic prosperity

Encourage international free trade

Protect the poor and weak from exploitation and human rights abuses
 

Protect our military and security interests around the world

Protect the global environment

Advance human rights around the world

Cooperate in maintaining international laws governing the behavior of nations

Maintain our status as the most militarily powerful nation

Promote capitalism and free markets 

Protect our economy from unfair trade

Maintain international peace

Promote democracy and political freedom
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HANDOUT 2:   NATIONAL INTEREST AND TOOLS OF  
   FOREIGN POLICY CHARTS

National Interest Breakdown Chart: A Partial List
dŚŝŶŐƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�ĞƐƐĞŶƚŝĂů�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƵƌǀŝǀĂů�ĂŶĚ�ǁĞůůďĞŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƚŝŽŶ�ĂƐ�Ă�ǁŚŽůĞ͘

ͻ� ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŝŶŐ�ŶĂƚŝŽŶĂů�ďŽƌĚĞƌƐ
ͻ� ĞŶƐƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂĨĞƚǇ�ŽĨ�ĐŝƚŝǌĞŶƐ�

from harm by foreign enemies
ͻ� ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŝŶŐ�ĂůůŝĞƐ
ͻ� ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŝŶŐ�ĂƌĞĂƐ�ŽĨ�ŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇ�

importance (military supply 
routes, allies that host military 
bases, etc.)

ͻ� ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŝŶŐ�ďĂƐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ŽĨ�
national power

ͻ� ƉƌĞǀĞŶƚŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌĞŝŐŶ�ŝŶƚƌƵƐŝŽŶƐ�ŝŶƚŽ�
your national territorial regions

ͻ� ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇ�ƉŽǁĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�
capacity to project power where 
and as needed to protect nation-
al sovereignty and security inter-
ests

ͻ� ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƌĞŐĂƌĚŝŶŐ�
potential threats to national 
security 

ͻ� ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ�ƉƌŽŵŽƚ-
ing an adequate standard of 
living for domestic citizens

ͻ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ�ƉƌŽŵŽƚŝŶŐ�
adequate levels of domestic 
employment

ͻ� ĞŶƐƵƌŝŶŐ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ-
ment and growth

ͻ� ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚŝŶŐ�ƚƌĂĚĞ�ƌĞůĂƚŝŽŶƐ�
with other nations

ͻ� ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŝŶŐ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�ŝŶǀĞƐƚ-
ment abroad and at home

ͻ� ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞĂŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�
routes of trade

ͻ� ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵƉĞƚŝǀĞ-
ness of key domestic indus-
tries

ͻ� ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�
power to ensure economic 
self-determination

ͻ� ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ�ƉƌŽŵŽƚŝŶŐ�Ă�
just/moral way of life

ͻ� ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ�ƉƌŽŵŽƚŝŶŐ�Ă�
just/moral system of politics, 
law, and government

ͻ� ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ�ƉƌŽŵŽƚŝŶŐ�Ă�
just/moral economic system 

ͻ� ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ�ƉƌŽŵŽƚŝŶŐ�
the cultural and/or religious 
values of a nation or a people

ͻ� ĂĚǀĂŶĐŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŝŶŐ�Ă�
universal conception of free-
dom, justice, progress and/or 
human dignity

Tools of Foreign Policy

^ĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ�/ŶƚĞƌĞƐƚƐ� 
ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ƐƵĐŚ�ƚŚŝŶŐƐ�ĂƐ͗�

�ĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�/ŶƚĞƌĞƐƚƐ� 
ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ƐƵĐŚ�ƚŚŝŶŐƐ�ĂƐ͗

/ĚĞŽůŽŐŝĐĂů�/ŶƚĞƌĞƐƚƐ� 
/ŶĐůƵĚĞ�ƐƵĐŚ�ƚŚŝŶŐƐ�ĂƐ͗

dŽŽůƐ�ŽĨ�/ŶƚĞůůŝŐĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�/ŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ͗�
ͻ� /ŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶƚĞůůŝŐĞŶĐĞ�ŐĂƚŚĞƌŝŶŐ
ͻ� �ŝƐƐĞŵŝŶĂƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ͕�ĂŶĂůǇƐŝƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝĚĞĂƐ
ͻ� �ŝƐƐĞŵŝŶĂƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƉƌŽƉĂŐĂŶĚĂ�ĂŶĚ�ŵŝƐŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ

dŽŽůƐ�ŽĨ��ŝƉůŽŵĂĐǇ͗
ͻ� �ƵůƚƵƌĂů�ĂŶĚ�ƐĐŝĞŶƚŝĨŝĐ�ĞǆĐŚĂŶŐĞƐ
ͻ� KĨĨĞƌŝŶŐ�ĚŝƉůŽŵĂƚŝĐ�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƚŝŽŶ͘��ǆƉĞůůŝŶŐͬƌĞĐĂůů-

ing diplomats. Holding or withdrawing from dip-
lomatic exchanges and discussions

ͻ� :ŽŝŶŝŶŐ�Žƌ�ǁŝƚŚĚƌĂǁŝŶŐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŶĞŐŽƚŝĂƚŝŽŶƐ͕�ƚƌĞĂ-
ties, summit meetings

ͻ� KĨĨĞƌŝŶŐ�Žƌ�ũŽŝŶŝŶŐ�ĂůůŝĂŶĐĞƐ͕�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉ�ŝŶ�
international and regional organizations

ͻ� ^ƵƐƉĞŶĚŝŶŐ�Žƌ�ǁŝƚŚĚƌĂǁŝŶŐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĂůůŝĂŶĐĞƐ͕�ŵĞŵ-
bership in international and regional organiza-
tions

dŽŽůƐ�ŽĨ�ĂŝĚ͕�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚƌĂĚĞ͗
ͻ� WƌŽǀŝƐŝŽŶ�Žƌ�ǁŝƚŚŚŽůĚŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ŚƵŵĂŶŝƚĂƌŝĂŶ�ĂŝĚ͕�

technical/engineering/scientific/professional 
assistance

ͻ� �ĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚƌĂĚĞ�ƌĞůĂƚŝŽŶƐ�ŝŶĚƵĐĞŵĞŶƚƐ͕�
development aid, trade treaties, creation of trade 
zones, help in attracting investments 

ͻ� �ĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚƌĂĚĞ�ƐĂŶĐƚŝŽŶƐ͕�ƚĂƌŝĨĨƐ͕�ƋƵŽƚĂƐ͕�
restrictions on investment, trade restrictions, 
bans on specific imports, general import bans, 
seizure of bank accounts and financial assets

Tools of military influence, power, or force
ͻ� :ŽŝŶŝŶŐ�Žƌ�ŽĨĨĞƌŝŶŐ�ŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇ�ĂůůŝĂŶĐĞƐ�Žƌ�ƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ�

pacts, provision of military foreign aid or military 
technical assistance and training. Withdrawing 
from military alliances or security pacts, suspend-
ing or ending military foreign aid, or military 
technical assistance and training

ͻ� ^ĞĐƌĞƚ�ƉĂƌĂŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇ�ŽƉĞƌĂƚŝŽŶƐ͕�ĂƐƐĂƐƐŝŶĂƚŝŽŶƐ�
;Ğ͘Ő͘�EĂǀǇ�^ĞĂůƐ͕�ĚƌŽŶĞ�ƐƚƌŝŬĞƐ͕�ĞƚĐ͘Ϳ

ͻ� DŝůŝƚĂƌǇ�ďƵŝůĚƵƉƐ͕�ŵŽďŝůŝǌĂƚŝŽŶƐ͕�ƚƌŽŽƉ�ŵŽǀĞ-
ments, test weapons firings, shows of strength

ͻ� �ůŽĐŬĂĚĞƐ͕�ĂƌŵĞĚ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƚŝŽŶ�
ͻ� tĂƌ
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FOREIGN POLICY CASE STUDIES

1. dŚĞ� ĐƌŝƐŝƐ� ŝŶ� ^ǇƌŝĂ͗� dŚĞ� ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ� ĐƌŝƐŝƐ� ŝŶ� ^ǇƌŝĂ� ďĞŐĂŶ� ŽŶ�DĂƌĐŚ� ϭϱ͕� ϮϬϭϭ�ǁŝƚŚ� ŶĂƚŝŽŶǁŝĚĞ� ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚŝŽŶƐ�
demanding an end to nearly 50 years of Ba’ath Party rule and the resignation of President Bashar al-Assad, the 
current leader who inherited his father’s one-party regime. In April 2011, al-Assad ordered the Syrian Army to 
put down the uprising; the army opened fire on demonstrators. Al-Assad’s action sparked armed rebellion and 
ƐŽŵĞ�ƌĞďĞů�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇ�ĂŝĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĨŽƌĞŝŐŶ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐ͘�ZĞƉŽƌƚƐ�ĐŝƌĐƵůĂƚĞĚ�ŽĨ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�Ϯϴ͕ϬϬϬ�ĐŝǀŝůŝĂŶƐ�
missing; allegedly, many of those missing were forcibly abducted by government troops or security forces. Also 
alleged by multiple sources was widespread torture in state prisons where tens of thousands of protesters 
ǁĞƌĞ� ŝŶĐĂƌĐĞƌĂƚĞĚ͘�dŚĞ�hŶŝƚĞĚ�EĂƚŝŽŶƐ�ŚĂƐ� ůĂďĞůĞĚ� ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶĨůŝĐƚ�ǁŝƚŚ� ƚŚĞ� ůĞŐĂů�ĚĞĨŝŶŝƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ� Đŝǀŝů�ǁĂƌ�ĂŶĚ� ŝŶ�
:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ�ϮϬϭϯ�ƉƵƚ� ƚŚĞ�ĚĞĂƚŚ�ƚŽůů�Ăƚ�ŽǀĞƌ�ϲϬ͕ϬϬϬ͘�DĞĂŶǁŚŝůĞ͕�ƐŽŵĞ�ƌĞďĞů�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĂůƐŽ�ďĞĞŶ�ĂĐĐƵƐĞĚ�ŽĨ�
ŚƵŵĂŶ� ƌŝŐŚƚƐ� ĂďƵƐĞƐ� ĂŶĚ� ŝŶ� &ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ͕ � ϮϬϭϯ� ĂŶ� ƵŶŝĚĞŶƚŝĨŝĞĚ� ƌĞďĞů� ŐƌŽƵƉ� ĞǆƉůŽĚĞĚ� ƚŚƌĞĞ� ĐĂƌ� ďŽŵďƐ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ�
capital killing dozens of civilians. Assad’s use of violence has been condemned by the Arab League, United 
^ƚĂƚĞƐ͕��ƵƌŽƉĞĂŶ�hŶŝŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ��ƌĂď�'ƵůĨ�^ƚĂƚĞƐ͘�dŚĞ�h^�ĂŶĚ�ŝƚƐ�E�dK�ĂůůŝĞƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŝŶƐŝƐƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂůͲ�ƐƐĂĚ Ɛ͛�ƌĞŐŝŵĞ�
ŵƵƐƚ�ŐŽ�ĂŶĚ�ĂůͲ�ƐƐĂĚ�ŚŝŵƐĞůĨ�ŵƵƐƚ�ƐƚĞƉ�ĚŽǁŶ͘�ZƵƐƐŝĂ�ĂŶĚ��ŚŝŶĂ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĐŽŶƐŝƐƚĞŶƚůǇ�ďůŽĐŬĞĚ�ĂŶǇ�hŶŝƚĞĚ�EĂƚŝŽŶƐ�
resolutions that would impose sanctions on Syria to force al-Assad out. Al-Assad along with his domestic and 
foreign supporters claim that al-Assad’s removal from power would not only fail to end the civil war but would 
in fact make it even worse as Syrian factions long hostile to one another would fight to fill the vacuum left in 
the absence of  Ba’ath Party rule.  

2. �ƵďĂŶͲh͘^͘�ƌĞůĂƚŝŽŶƐ͗�dŚĞ�ĐŽŵŵĞƌĐŝĂů͕�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĨŝŶĂŶĐŝĂů�ĞŵďĂƌŐŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�h͘^͘�ŝŵƉŽƐĞĚ�ŽŶ��ƵďĂ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
wake of the island’s successful 1962 Communist revolution against the anti-communist dictatorship of 
&ƵůŐĞŶĐŝŽ��ĂƚŝƐƚĂ�ǁĂƐ�ƐƵƉƉŽƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƵŶĚĞƌŵŝŶĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŽƚĂůŝƚĂƌŝĂŶ�ƌƵůĞ�ŽĨ�&ŝĚĞů��ĂƐƚƌŽ�ĂŶĚ͕�ĂĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�h͘^͘�
State Department, “promote a peaceful transition to a stable, democratic government and respect for human 
ƌŝŐŚƚƐ� ŝŶ��ƵďĂ͖͟� ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ϱϬ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ƐŝŶĐĞ͕� ƚŚĞ�ĞŵďĂƌŐŽ�ŚĂƐ� ĨĂŝůĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĂĐŚŝĞǀĞ� ŝƚƐ� ŝŶƚĞŶĚĞĚ�ŐŽĂů͘�dŚĞ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƐƚ�
ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ��ƵďĂ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ůĞĂĚĞƌƐŚŝƉ�ŽĨ�&ŝĚĞů��ĂƐƚƌŽ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŝƐ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐŽƌ͕ �ďŽƚŚĞƌ�ZĂƵů��ĂƐƚƌŽ͕�ŝƐ�
a one-party regime that denies basic political freedoms and rights to Cuban citizens. Cuba imposes tightly 
restricted avenues for political expression; political dissent is quickly silenced and often harshly punished.  
Political parties opposed to Castro’s Communist Party of Cuba (PCC) are outlawed by the Cuban constitution—
would-be organizers and leaders of parties other than the PCC are imprisoned as criminals. Although the 
Cuban government has helped the tiny Caribbean nation achieve one of the highest rates of literacy in the 
world and has established health care and advanced medical research surpassing all other Caribbean nations, 
Cubans enjoy no guarantees of freedom of the press or freedom of association and they can be dismissed 
ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ũŽďƐ�ŝĨ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĞǆƉƌĞƐƐ�ĚŝƐƐŝĚĞŶƚ�ƉŽůŝƚŝĐĂů�ǀŝĞǁƐ͘�,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ �ƚŚĞ�hŶŝƚĞĚ�EĂƚŝŽŶƐ�ŚĂƐ�ĚĞŶŽƵŶĐĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�h͘^͘�
embargo on Cuba; all other countries have established normal relations with Cuba. Some foreign policy 
experts say it is time to for the U.S. to end the embargo and negotiate normal trade agreements; others say 
we must not reward a communist dictator with the benefits of trade with the U.S.

3. dŚĞ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ĚƌŽŶĞƐ͗�dŚĞ�KďĂŵĂ�ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƚŝŽŶ�ŚĂƐ�ƚĂŬĞŶ�ĐƌĞĚŝƚ�ĨŽƌ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů�ĂƚƚĂĐŬƐ�ŽŶ�ĂůͲYĂĞĚĂ�ŚŝĚĞŽƵƚƐ�
and bases and killing individual leaders of terrorist cells in Somalia, Yemen and especially Pakistan—successes 
ĂĐŚŝĞǀĞĚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƐƚĞƉƉŝŶŐ�ƵƉ�ƚŚĞ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ZĞĂƉĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�WƌĞĚĂƚŽƌ�ĚƌŽŶĞƐ͘��ƌŽŶĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ŽƉĞƌĂƚŝŽŶƐ�
because they are unmanned aerial weapons that are operated remotely and can strike with great accuracy but 
ůŝƚƚůĞ�Žƌ�ŶŽ�ǁĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĂƌŐĞƚƐ͘��Ƶƚ�Ă�ϮϬϭϮ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ďǇ�ůĞŐĂů�ĞǆƉĞƌƚƐ�Ăƚ�^ƚĂŶĨŽƌĚ�ĂŶĚ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�
harshly criticizes the drone program for its affect on non-combatant civilians.  Under international law, nations 
at war must take great precautions to make sure that civilians are not killed.  According to the numbers in the 
ϮϬϭϮ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ͕�h͘^͘�ƉƌĞĐĂƵƚŝŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŬŝůůŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ĐŝǀŝůŝĂŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĨĂŝůŝŶŐ͘�dŚĞ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ĐůĂŝŵƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŽǀĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƐƚ�
eight years more than 345 strikes have hit Pakistan’s tribal areas, but barely 2 percent of the strike victims 
were known militants. Contrary to the report, the Obama administration claims that civilian casualties and 
deaths are rare and that the drone program has been a success. Outgoing Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta 
argues that the military has been “very successful at going after the leadership” of al Qaeda. While supporters 
of the drone program assert that it is necessary to allow the U.S. to take out threats to our security without 
risking the lives of military personnel, opponents say that the drone program sets a bad precedent for extra-
judicial killings and violence against civilians—unintended though it may be—at a time when many nations are 
building up their own arsenals of unmanned weapons.

Read your group’s assigned scenario then discuss the questions on the back.

HANDOUT 3: FOREIGN POLICY CASE STUDIES
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FOREIGN POLICY CASE STUDIES (QUESTIONS AND SOURCES)

YƵĞƐƚŝŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌ͗

1. What issues involving U.S. interests were raised in the case study you read? 

2. Imagine that you could make U.S. foreign policy recommendations to the President; what would you say 
ƚŽ�ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŝĚĞĂ�ŽĨ�EĂƚŝŽŶĂů�/ŶƚĞƌĞƐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŽǁ�ŝƚ�ƌĞůĂƚĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĐĂƐĞ͍�tŚĂƚ�ŐŽĂů�ǁŽƵůĚ�ǇŽƵ�ƌĞĐŽŵ-
mend the President pursue in addressing the issues raised in the case you read? 
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