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Student handout
	Question
	T/F
	L/C

	1. The Federal Government places too many restrictions on modern corporations.
	
	

	2. Union workers receive wages and benefits so high that they damage their company’s ability to compete.
	
	

	3. High government taxes hurt the economy.
	
	

	4. Only people who cannot work should be eligible for welfare programs.
	
	

	5.  Illegal immigration lowers wages and increases crime.
	
	

	6. New government programs should be created to further assist poor people in the United States.
	
	

	7. The wealthy should be taxed at a higher percentage than the lower and middle classes.
	
	

	8.  One of the best ways to help the poor is to set policies that help businesses earn a profit and create new jobs.  
	
	

	9.  Government programs discourage able bodied people from helping themselves.
	
	

	10.  The government should not restrict abortion and other reproductive choices.
	
	

	11.  The government has a special responsibility to assist minorities.
	
	

	12.  Faith-based organizations should be used to improve poverty and crime in local communities.
	
	

	13.  Public funding should not be used to support religious institutions including schools.
	
	

	14.  Government should not financially support art projects that are morally objectionable.
	
	

	15.  The First Amendment should protect pornography from government censorship.  
	
	

	16.  Free trade between the U.S. and other nations is generally beneficial.
	
	

	17.  America’s high crime rate is directly traceable to a cycle of poverty, poor health care, poor education, and discrimination.
	
	

	18.  A less regulated capitalist system increases innovation and creates long-term economic success.
	
	

	19.  Gay marriage should be legal.
	
	

	20. Economic success should take precedent over environmental policies.
	
	

	21. The federal government should not get involved in setting academic standards for local public school districts.
	
	

	22.  Americans should have a right to affordable health care.
	
	

	23.  The death penalty is cruel and unusual punishment.
	
	

	24.  Limiting the sale and possession of firearms does not violate the second amendment right to bear arms.
	
	

	25. The giving of a prayer before public school sporting events, activities and other programs should be allowed.
	
	


Ideological Survey


TOTAL Conservative Responses: 

TOTAL Liberal 
After the you have coded your responses responses characterize yourself  as "strong liberal," "weak liberal," "moderate," "weak conservative," or "strong conservative," but this time do it according to the following scheme:
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21-25   Liberal responses

= 
Strong Liberal

16-20   Liberal responses

= 
Weak Liberal

21-25   Conservative responses
= 
Strong Conservative

16-20   Conservative responses
= 
Weak Conservative

10-15   of either responses

= 
Moderate
REFINING THE IDEOLOGICAL SPECTRUM

LIBERAL 








    CONSERVATIVE

The Economic Spectrum 
Economic liberals favor

broad government involvement

in economic policymaking and

regulation of business.

Examples:

Economic conservatives favor

limited government involvement

in economic policymaking and

regulation of business.

Examples:

LIBERAL  







    
   CONSERVATIVE

The Social/Political Spectrum 
Social and political liberals favor

limited government regulation of individual behavior.

Examples:

Social and political conservatives favor

broad government regulation of individual behavior.

Examples:
Ideological Statements

Directions:  Copy the following statements onto sentence strips.  Have students identify whether a statement would fall under a liberal or conservative point of view.

Government should not censor speech, press, media or the internet.             
___________

Repeal laws prohibiting adult possession and use of drugs.                          

___________

Let people control their own retirement; privatize Social Security.              

___________

Replace government welfare with private charity.




___________

Government regulation of business is necessary to protect the public interest     
___________

Government regulation of business usually does more harm than good.        
___________

Too much power is concentrated in the hands of a few large companies.       
___________

Stricter environmental laws and regulations cost too many jobs and              
___________

The government should help those in need even if it has to raise taxes.          
___________

Government programs like welfare discourage people from working.           
___________


IDEOLOGY GRID













 Economic

IDENTIFYING IDEOLOGY

Read each of the quotes below.  For each quote decide if the speaker is likely a liberal, conservative, libertarian, or totalitarian.  When you have made your decision, put the letter of the quote where you feel it belongs on the ideology grid.

Voter A:  “I worked my way up from poverty to become the successful business owner I am today.  I get frustrated when I think that my tax money goes to support people who won’t help themselves.  I think part of the blame belongs with the media – they promote all the wrong values.”

Voter B:  “I really don’t care what other people do in their free time, as long as they don’t bother me.  I sure don’t like it when the government tells me what to do with my money or in my own home – I’m certainly not going to turn around and do the same thing to my neighbors.”

Voter C:  “I really worry about the state of the world today.  It seems like more and more kids are growing up in poverty and there’s no one there to help them.  I think we need to do more toward providing healthcare and education programs for our young people.”

Voter D:  “These days, you can’t be too careful.  I think we need to spend a lot more money on the national defense.  I wish there was a police officer on every corner!  The police could search my car all they want, since I don’t break the law.  I also think the government should crack down on the media – their reporting gives our enemies an inside look at all our military preparations.”
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